[Reconstruction of defects at the neuromuscular junction].
Loss of muscle tissue at the area of the neuromuscular junction after tumor resection or after trauma precludes the reconstruction with conventional nerve grafts, because the distal nerve stump is absent. For these cases, we recommend direct insertion of the nerve grafts into the muscle. We describe a standardized technique, which has been performed in 19 patients and led to a mean motor recovery of grade M4 after Highet. The key procedure of this technique is the interfascicular dissection of the nerve grafts, which allows a wide distribution of the grafts into the muscle tissue.